Introduction
Recently obtained specimens of a pea crab (Pinnotheridae) from Kovalam, southwestern India revealed that they belong to a new species best placed in Afropinnotheres Manning, 1993, a genus with four species previously known only from western Africa. The new species of Afropinnotheres represents the first record of the genus from the Indian Ocean.
Material and methods
Specimens examined are deposited in the Western Ghat Regional Centre, Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Calicut, Kerala; Department of Aquatic Biology & Fisheries, University of Kerala (DABFUK), India; and the Zoological Reference Collection (ZRC) of the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum (formerly Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research), National University of Singapore. The terminology used follows Manning (1993) . The following abbreviations are used: MXP3 = third maxilliped; P2-P5 = pereiopods 2-5 (first to fourth ambulatory legs), respectively; Gl = male first gonopod; G2 = male second gonopod. Measurements are of the carapace width and length, respectively in millimetres (mm).
Systematic account
Family Pinnotheridae De Haan, 1833
Review of Indian Pinnotheridae
Sixteen species of Pinnotheres Bosc, 1801, have been reported from India and adjacent areas (Maldives, Sri Lanka, the propodus (Alcock & McArdle 1903: pl. 62 fig. 5b ) (propodus short and conical with the dactylus extending beyond the tip of the dactylus in A. ratnakara n. sp., Figs. 2C, 3B ).
